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Di Erickson : A Jailbird's-Eye View of Tent City  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised A Jailbird's-Eye View of Tent City: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ... a must read for anyone who might need alittle joy in there lifeBy 
CustomerThis is a must read for anyone who might need alittle joy in there life. Very colorfully written with lots of 
characters, the author has no problem bringing them to life, easy to read and understand she,almost makes me want to 
find out for myself what life in tent city is like. Her life like character portrayals are personal and draw you in like a 
bug to a light.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Good ReadBy fran brobergErickson brings an 
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essential good-heartedness to her writing. As much as "A Jailbird’s-eye View of Tent City" is a satirical novel that 
exposes objective truth, it is even more a celebration of character, human folly, friendship, perseverance, redemption, 
and love. This is a charming novel that is very funny and written with real heart.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. GOTTA LOVE ITBy melissa mcclaryA Jailbirds-eye View of Tent City is laugh-out-loud funny. The 
protagonist, Janie ‘Jane Doe’ Doughy, is a delusional optimist with fervent antisocial tendencies and a life threatening 
gambling problem. This romp behind razor wire is a necessary read for those who like their humor dark with just a 
dash of sweetness. Although fictionalized, this novel draws openly from a very long stay (more than a year) at Sheriff 
Joe Arpario’s Tent City located in Phoenix AZ. This county jail has a dismal reputation. Arpaio shamelessly boasts 
that the inhumane conditions save taxpayer dollars, when in fact, this jail is hit with law suits (to include wrongful 
deaths suits that paid out in the millions) exponentially higher than any jail in the United States. Maybe it is time 
people knew what goes on in that place. This novel is very telling but mostly it is fricken hilarious.

“A Jailbird’s-eye View of Tent City” draws openly from an 18 month stay in county jail. This tale is a lighthearted, 
comic spoof of Sheriff Joe Arpaio’s Tent City located in Phoenix, Arizona. It contains exploits and anecdotes 
navigating the perilous and often absurd ins and outs of a detention center which has been a lightning rod for 
controversy. A Jailbird’s-eye View of Tent City features affable, optimistic schemer, Janie Doughy. At 48, Doughy 
finds herself confined to indoor lockup where she waits six months for a judge to decide her fate. Here she befriends 
Maria; a prostitute, who is the maternal, interfering kind with a lifetime habit of butting into other people’s business. 
Keisha is Doughys’ poker partner who could do more with the raising of an eyebrow than Moses could do with the 
Ten Commandments. Angel has a glass-eye and a heart of marble, yet Doughy finds herself unaccountably attracted to 
her. Doughy is finally sentenced to one year in Tent City. Refusing to work in the laundry without Hazmat 
certification, Doughy is manhandled and tossed into the hole. Humbled by isolation, she returns to the tents only to be 
hit in the head with a pink sock full of combination locks (Slock) for sitting at the wrong table at chow. Unmoved by 
unpleasantness, Doughy dreams up a scheme to get cigarettes into the encampment to help shore up her gambling 
problem. “A Jailbird’s-eye View of Tent City” is a feel good tale that ends in heavenly redemption, while offering: 
some fights, plenty of lunatics, oodles of racial tension, pink undies, green bologna and a women’s chain gang. 
Doughy’s contrite manner, delusional optimism, perseverance and a surrounding cast of endearing convicts makes this 
romp behind razor-wire more comic than corrective.


