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Roland Minor : A Lot of Loose Ends - A Vet in Africa: The Drama, Humor and Politics of Animal Care on the 
Dark Continent  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A 
Lot of Loose Ends - A Vet in Africa: The Drama, Humor and Politics of Animal Care on the Dark Continent: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An Adventure of a Different KindBy john cotterRoland Miner's 
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memoir is an adventure of a completely different kind. His life practicing veterinary medicine is not the usual 
anecdotal story of the rural vet treating dogs, cats and horses and dealing with the odd pets of odd characters . As 
entertaining as those familiar books can be, and Miner has been a part of that vet's practice, too, his work has taken 
him far away from that comfort zone.Miner's story is of major vet work involving thousands of animals in the most 
primitive areas of Africa with the most primitive tribal people and is as much a human social commentary and natural 
history story as it is a fascinating insight into the control of serious animal disease outbreaks of vast proportions.He 
deals compassionately with the traditional people--and we are talking about truly wild folk whose whole life is 
centered on their livestock--and earns their trust when new highly contagious epidemics they have never experienced 
before infect their herds.This is a book of high adventure not only for vets, but for those folks interested in African 
tribes, government, diplomacy, and personal ¬¬¬¬travails, in other words, it's a book for anyone.Jack Couffer0 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. BoringBy Susan YoungNot very interesting,writter not engaging. I thought 
it might be about wild life but it is about treating cattle, 'I won't finish it,have better books on my kindle.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. A great read!By MarkIf you are interested in Africa, or animals, this is a really 
good read, with lots of humour thrown in. I loved it. Very James Herriot.

Roland Minor knew early on that he wanted to become a vet. After graduating from Cambridge University, he left the 
UK in 1963 for his first post, in Uganda. He has since spent most of his life in Africa, holding senior government posts 
or practicing independently in Ethiopia, Kenya, Sudan and Botswana, with a brief return to the UK in 2001 to help 
manage the outbreak of foot and mouth disease. He is now retired to the island of Lamu, off the north coast of Kenya. 
A Lot of Loose Ends is Roland';s account of his experiences in treating animals of all shapes and sizes and his many 
encounters with farmers, pet owners and politicians. Some of the tales he has to tell are hilarious, others hair-raising 
and a few horrific, but all are fascinating.


