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Charles Ghigna : Animal Tracks: Wild Poems to Read Aloud  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Animal Tracks: Wild Poems to Read Aloud: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. ... of 32 short poems is an invitation to silly fun that incorporates 
riddles and puns in verses about a ...By Janet Squires BooksGhigna's collection of 32 short poems is an invitation to 
silly fun that incorporates riddles and puns in verses about a wide variety of animals. The book is an entertaining read-
aloud even though some of the wordplay may need interpretation for young readers. But isn't talking about what we 
read half the fun? An index of the 108 animals mentioned makes finding a poem about your favorite animal easy 
whether you're looking for hippo, egret or worm.Speirs' cartoon style watercolors add a jaunty note to compliment the 
verses.

A collection of simple poems about such animals as lions, hummingbirds, dogs, alligators, and seagulls includes a 
winning combination of facts, fantasy, fun, and fur, and is perfect for reading aloud.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0810948419


From School Library JournalGrade 2-4-Rhyming quatrains and couplets that describe pigs, hippos, penguins, turtles, 
butterflies, hummingbirds and dogs are mingled with punny poems ("I will always BEE yours./I will never have any 
EGRETS./You are my one and only GULL./OWL always love you") and nonsense rhymes. A few are just too 
ridiculous and forced ("Is this stuff all well known?/I've never seen a shark who made a loan./This, too, sounds rather 
rash,/I've never seen a cow who carries cash"). Charming watercolor-washed pencil drawings of cartoon-style 
children, birds, and animals (some clothed) add significant appeal to the collection. An appended index lists each 
animal mentioned in the poems. A supplementary purchase where silly poetry is in demand.-Susan Scheps, Shaker 
Heights Public Library, OH Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights 
reserved.From BooklistK-Gr. 3. This attractive volume features 32 short, illustrated poems about animals. The book's 
clean design and varied layouts create a fine showcase for both the light verse and the eye-catching pictures. Pleasing, 
childlike watercolor art interprets the verse with wit and style. Many of the poems will appeal to the silly side of 
children's sensibilities; others make observations or draw connections between animals and people or things. Some 
depend on wordplay that young children--and sometimes even older ones--are unlikely to understand without an 
explanation, but, after all, the best way to use an illustrated poetry collection is to read poems aloud to children and 
talk about them along the way. Nice-looking and mildly amusing, this book is recommended for larger collections. 
Carolyn PhelanCopyright American Library Association. All rights reservedAbout the AuthorCharles Ghigna, known 
as "Father Goose," has published over 30 books of poetry for children and adults and has received numerous awards 
for his work. A former poetry editor of The English Journal for the National Council of Teachers of English, he 
currently speaks around the world promoting an appreciation for children's literature. He lives in Homewood, 
Alabama. John Speirs has illustrated numerous children's books, including Abrams' The Little Boy's Christmas Gift. 
His work has been exhibited with the England-based Royal Society of Portrait Painters and Fine Arts Society. He lives 
in Richmond, England. 


