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John Zachariah : My Cousin The Christ: The Gospel According to J.Z.  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised My Cousin The Christ: The Gospel According to J.Z.: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Laugh and WonderBy Christine ChambersRemember all those 
stories you learned in Sunday School? How Jesus walked on water, raised the dead. and told all neat parables? Built a 
huge following and changed the history of the world forever? How the heck did he do all that? In this hilarious 
revisionist history, you can revisit those stories and discover how the creative team of Jesus and JZ, two lovable 
magicians, dodging danger and groupies, created their own astounding mythology. Yes, even the "Crucifiction" was a 
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trick, and you may never eat chopped liver again. Recommended for Biblical Scholars, skeptics, and jokesters 
everywhere.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If you want to get close to Jesus, this ...By CustomerIf 
you want to get close to Jesus, this is the way to go. This is the Jesus you can hang out with, have a beer and learn 
some things that you can really use. This is an easier Jesus to strive to emulate. And he'll crack you up along the way.

We and J.Z. accompany Jesus on extended road trips. We travel around (and on) the Sea of Galilee in the early 
decades of the first century following a familiar story from a perspective that never was. The hilarious commentary is 
unmoored in time. The author portrays his cousin as an attractive, talented healer and magician, fully flawed as are we 
all. His aunt, Mary, who opens the book, is divine. The use and abuse of language provide a laugh-a-line that will 
resonate with young readers, and indeed readers of all ages, for whom the stilted wording of St. James, and the archaic 
images of the New Testament, alienate potential fans of Jesus. The irreverent telling is respectful, eccentric, and, 
although outrageous, preserves the core of Christ’s ministry and miracles.

About the AuthorJohn Zachariah is a year older than Jesus, his better-known second cousin. His role was that of big 
brother and confidant as they, together, traveled the dusty desert tracks, crossing and re-crossing, Galilee, Samaria, 
Judea and Decapolis. He played a significant part in preparing for Christ’s ministry although most of his efforts were 
as a behind-the-scene facilitator and gofer. He is in retirement in Galilee but still travels. 


