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41 of 42 people found the following review helpful. A solid introduction to a fascinating human beingBy Robert
MooreAlthough this book neither as a biography nor as an anthology of the sayings and writings of Will Rogers
exploresits subject in any depth, thisis avery solid introduction to one of the most fascinating individualsin
American history. As abiography, Joseph Carter manages to give an excellent, if brief, summation of the major events
in Rogers's life. The last part of the book collects a number of Rogers's better-known sayings. This section is a bit
more disappointing, since most of the excerpts are presented somewhat out of the larger context. Sometimes, this
doesn't matter. But having read some longer pieces by Rogers's, | find that it doesn't enable the reader to get an
adequate feel for the kinds of concerns that Rogers had as a political and social thinker.Rogers was a humorist, but
concerns with political and social issues permeate his work. He was also an enormously complex thinker. Although
there was a quaint simplicity and humility to the way Rogers expressed himself, he actually worked out a political
position that wasn't entirely at home on either the Right or the Left side of the political spectrum. Although he wasin
most respects of liberal sympathies, he was almost libertarian in the way he yearned for asmall central government
that didn't intrude into the lives of everyday individuals. He was profoundly suspicious of big government. At the
same, time, he was profoundly non-libertarian in being even more suspicious of big business and capitalism. His
sympathies, however, were definitely populist.Rogers was simultaneously one of the most popular stage performers,
movie performers, radio personalities, and political writers of his day, and arguably one of the, if not THE, most
popular Americans ever to have lived. This excellent volume will provide the neophyte with a good introduction to all
these aspects of Rogers's life and career.l do believe, however, that we desperately need a good, in-depth anthology of
the writings of Will Rogers. | would love to see the Library of America bring out a volume dedicated to Will Rogers.
Until they or someone else does this, | am afraid that Rogers will be remembered more as the author of pithy one-
liners than as what he was: the most influential political commentator of his day.1 of 1 people found the following
review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerWill Rogers had a great philosophy and it istimely for any generation.0 of O
people found the following review helpful. A must read!By C. GrishamThisis agreat short read of one of the most
underappreciated American writers. What he says about society and politicsis astrue today as it was 100 years ago.
Highly recommended.

Will Rogers was America. Part Cherokee Indian and former cowboy, he captivated audiences around the world with
sparkling gems of wisdom cloaked in gentle and uproarious country wit and astonishing rope tricks. His colorful life
recently inspired acommercially successful and critically acclaimed Broadway musical -- winner of 6 Tony Awards.
Hiswords are as entertaining, inspiring and revelant today as they ever were. A simple, plain-spoken man, he was the
voice of anation during the '20s and '30s. Movie star, vaudeville headliner, radio commentator, his views and
observations were syndicated daily and weekly in over 600 newspapers across the country.Here is the essential Will
Rogers -- the story of his remarkable career, from Oklahoma "cowpuncher” to international star . . . and the warm,
knowing and hilarious philosophies of the man embodied the heart and soul of the nation.

From the Back CoverWill Rogers was America. Part Cherokee Indian and former cowboy, he captivated audiences
around the world with sparkling gems of wisdom cloaked in gentle and uproarious country wit and astonishing rope
tricks. His colorful life recently inspired a commercially successful and critically acclaimed Broadway musical-winner
of 6 Tony Awards. Hiswords are as entertaining, inspiring and relevant today as they ever were.



