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David Martin : Officespeak: The Win-Win Guide to Touching Base, Getting the Ball Rolling, and Thinking 
Inside the Box  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Officespeak: The Win-Win Guide to Touching Base, Getting the Ball Rolling, and Thinking Inside the Box: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A fun premise, but not a fun book to read all the way throughBy 
Barry GallowayThe general premise is great, and it starts out with a lot of laughs. I just stopped giggling, eventually 
stopped smiling, after awhile, feeling that the book simply lost its tongue-in-cheek perspective that it started with. 
Became a bit tedious, actually. Haven't yet finished it.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great giftBy 
Woodside CricketThe title was enough to lead me to give it as a gift to a recent graduate who got a job right out of 
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college.I wish someone had given me such a book many years ago when I was in the same phase of life..0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Promises more than it delivers.By Vincent P. GambinoIt's OK if you have not 
been around the corporate or government circles. Do we really need another book on how to spin BS?VincentRome, 
Italy

"Officespeak" is a handy tongue-in-cheek guide brought to you by seasoned nine-to-fiver David Martin, that will help 
rid you of your articulate tendencies and teach you to fit in with the rest of the working stiffs through expert use of the 
sports metaphors, acronyms, and trite expressions common to the workplace. In addition to decoding the language 
bandied about the office, he provides tips on subverting the motivational propaganda of HR, explains the art of 
mumbling your phone number when leaving a voice mail to ensure no call back, suggests ways of sprucing up your 
job title from 'Assistant' to 'Senior Calendarizing Associate and Regional Duplication Manager', and offers up 
foolproof catchphrases to use in meetings to communicate effectively with fellow brainwashed co-workers. It's the 
perfect buy for anyone entering the workplace for the first time, changing careers, being promoted, or just spending 
forty hours a week chained to their desks.

From Publishers WeeklyAnyone looking in earnest for an encyclopedic collection of corporate lingo to help them get 
ahead on the job should take note: this book is anything but practical. Indeed, Martin, a book-publishing peon by day 
and comedian at the Upright Citizen's Brigade Theatre by night, refrains from offering any useful information and 
instead delivers jokes aplenty, using bulleted points and deadpan humor to decipher some of the jargon that pervades 
work culture. With its sarcastic tone, the book seems to be targeting a young audience, those who are perhaps new to 
their cubicles and disillusioned with their nine to five schedules. Martin breaks up this quick read into sections, 
devoting one chapter to water cooler chat, one to "deciphering" email correspondence, one to boardroom banter, and 
so on. A particularly amusing chapter on job interviews offers fail-safe responses to standard questions like, "What's 
your biggest weakness?" Martin's suggested response: "My biggest weakness is my ability to make too much profit for 
the company." Any reader who enjoys mocking the corporate life will be entertained by this farcical little book. 
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