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Thomas C. Willadsen : OMG! LOL!: Faith and Laughter (Open Door) before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised OMG! LOL!: Faith and Laughter (Open Door):

7 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Spirit-liftingBy Michaelangel oFull disclosure: | knew Tom when we
were students at the UofC Div School away back, and so for many years have been well aware what afunny guy he
is. | also know what atruly solid, decent and compassionate man heis (and a good scholar and pastor aswell!), so |


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1936846314

fully expected to find awell-written and funny book that also had some positive and thought-provoking messages, and
| was not disappointed.| did NOT know, however, how many times | would actually drop the book from laughing so
hard (one word: drainage) -- sometimes from Tom's skill at original composition, sometimes from his choice of
illustrations, which are always exactly the right one for that point. Y ou cannot beat the 2,000-year-old man's
explanation of the distinction between comedy and tragedy, soit'sin here; asisaforeword from Martin Marty, itself
more entertaining than some entire books I've read; and some very convincing discussions about where the jokes arein
the Bible -- and why we overlook them.If you want a great read with many laugh-out-loud moments, thisisit; and if
you want an inspiring story of how laughter unites people who are so frequently divided by stuff that doesn't really
matter, thisisalso it.

While organizing a community interfaith Thanksgiving event, a pastor discovers that people of all religious traditions
laugh in the same language. He explores the connections between faith and laughter, examining his own holy heritage
in dialogue with followers of other faiths. The story culminates with Interfaith Laughter Night, with an open mike that
encourages participants of all the faiths gathered to laugh with each other...and at themselves. Come along on a
journey of ecumenical silliness!

“Willadsen has an honest sincerity that is complimented by an equal proportion of sarcastic wit.” ?Conrad Hyers, And
God Created Laughter”... adelightful contribution to the literature of holy humor. Interfaith Laughter Night is a great
ideal” ?Cal Samra, editor, JoyfulNoiseletter.comAbout the AuthorTom Willadsen is a Presbyterian minister whose
writing has appeared in Presbyterians Today, Leadership?, Visual Parables and Northwestern Magazine. Heis
community columnist for the Oshkosh Northwestern and has written a humor column for The Cresset for more than 15
years. His“Front Page News’ received the Award of Merit from Th?e Associated Church Pressin 2004.



