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Michael Mulkay : On Humor: Its Nature and Its Place in Modern Society before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised On Humor: Its Nature and Its Place in Modern Society:

Thisis awide-ranging investigation into the nature of humour and its place in present-day British and North American
society. From dirty jokesto feminist cartoons, from dinner-table wit to situation comedies, Michael Mulkay examines
the principles behind our sense of humour. Mulkay argues that humour is designed to produce incongruity and internal
contradiction and as aresult is normally kept separate from the serious side of life. Paradoxically, however, it isthis
very separation which enables us to use humour for serious purposes. Mulkay explores the interplay between humour
and seriousness in the dynamics of personal interaction, in the operation of formal social structures, in the political
processes of democratic societies and in the commercia production of mass culture. "On Humour" contains detailed
analysis which should interest not only sociologists but also psychologists, social anthropologists, linguists, political
scientists, students of women's studies and the mass media and the general reader interested in the peculiarly human
phenomenon of humour.
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