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Mark Twain : On the Decay of the Art of Lying before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised On the Decay of the Art of Lying:

94 of 94 people found the following review helpful. A great essay about LyingBy NickOnce again, Mark Twinisthe
master of essays, this time about lying. It's done in an over the top fashion, making you realize that we're al liarson a
daily basis, and we do it reflexively but that it's a dying art. Twain argues that we don't lie for the right reasons, and we


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1429096160

need to address that. The essay isabit short but still poignant even today. Twain's at his best in this essay, and it's well
worth the download - even better because it's free.11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Twain's sly wit
keeps you laughingBy TaliaMark Twain may just be one of the best American writers to have graced my bookshelf.
The man's sly wit, topical humor and easy-going manner make me love him more and more with each book | read. This
book is no exception. Tongue firmly in cheek, Twain informs the reader on the art of lying and how to be successful in
pursuing it.If you're a Twain fan, you'll want to read this book. And if you're not, you should read this book and
become onel! 0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Even silenceisalie.By M. DeKalbAn essay of which
the main point is: lying is universal, we all do it and it occurs everyday. Twain advocates however for "judicious’,
practiced and graceful lying. Lying meant to pacify peoples hearts and not soil yourself in their eyes by espousing the
‘brutal truth' is the key, otherwise you're doing an injustice to both yourself and he you're telling the "truth" to. Sparing
people's feelings, raising their heavy hearts and lightening their sorrows... that's the tact behind a good, well timed /
placed lie. A very humanitarian effort, if you will.l personally advocate for the latter - I'm a'brutal truth' kind of
person. However, even | know when to differentiate between appropriate and inappropriate timesto lie. Also, contrary
to many held opinion - to remain silent about something has great potential to be alie.

In 1880, the great American author and humorist Mark Twain wrote his essay "On the Decay of the Art of Lying" for a
Historical and Antiquarian Club meeting in Hartford, Connecticut. Twain's humorous and satirical voiceisin full
flower, as he discusses the universal pastime of lying, and suggests that judicious lying should be encouraged and
cultivated — aslong as one strives"...to lie with a good object, and not an evil one; to lie for others' advantage, and not
our own; to lie healingly, charitably, humanely, not cruelly, hurtfully, malicioudly..." This short work is part of
Applewood's "American Roots" series, tactile mementos of American passions by some of America's most famous
writers and thinkers.

About the AuthorMark Twain (1835-1910) was an American humorist, satirist, socia critic, lecturer and novelist. He
is mostly remembered for his classic novels The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and The Adventures of Tom
Sawyer.Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved."When | was growing up my grandfather advised me:
'Dress British, but think Yiddish." It was good counsel and this has ruled me most of my life. The advice, of course,
suggested that | learn to build an exterior that belied my interior. | can only imagine what Mark Twain would have
thought about this, but for me it was a call to practice ahigh art of lying. We livein an age where Truth and Trust are
sisters. But while everyone is clamoring for transparency, sometimes afilter of color softensthe light, and brings
comfort and warmth to those friends, family, acquaintances, and passersby who need it most.” ?Phil Zuckerman,
Publisher



