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Humor in the Dismal Science: 

If ever you suspected that economic humor is an oxymoron, read on. This anthology, offering over a hundred 
selections of economic humor in the form of essays, fables, cartoons, verses, parodies, and epigrams drawn from 
works ancient and modern, will disabuse you of that notion by way of laughter. The contributors, about evenly divided 
between economists and noneconomists, share a common urge to poke fun at economics and its practitioners. Their 
styles and methods, however, range from kind and gentle to mordant and misanthropic; this is not surprising given the 
diversity of their professions: diplomat, playwright, printer's devil, publisher, columnist, physician, inventor, minister, 
corporate president, radio star, New York Stock Exchange member, and philosopher, to name but a few.


