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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A fun period piece with some timeless adviceBy Thom CoverlyThis 
was a most enjoyable read. It's definitely a period piece in terms of style and context, but that was part of the fun. And 
even so… much of the advice still holds good, with just a little mental adjustment for modern situations and lifestyles. 
I also read Live Alone And Like It by the same author (not that I really needed to since I already live alone and like 
it!).0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Tammie ConatserCharming read.4 of 4 people 
found the following review helpful. Wonderful vintage Womens' Guide from depression eraBy Kevin MccallisterI 
really enjoy this book. It is actually quite modern for the times it was written. Certainly this includes a lot of outdated 
ideas, such as "the woman can never pay for dinner" etc. However, it was an old fashioned era. If you can get past and 
enjoy old fashioned guides, this is wonderful! The author sounds like an absolute feminist compared to the way some 
thought back then. This book talks to women about how to budget during depression times, and lean years. How to 
live as a single woman, and make your income stretch and work for you. It also includes a lot of funny comments. The 
author is very to the point and does not mince words. She is caring, but firm, in her suggestions and opinions. I got this 
for entertainment and because I adore old guides, instruction, and how to books, and this one is fun to read. I find it 
great to discover how people saw the world and society from era to era. The book has chapters about money, parties 
on a budget, get togethers, going out, "can you afford a husband", clothing, manners, and more, for the young woman 
living on her own. If you enjoy vintage women's books, vintage lifestyle guides, enjoy watching those old Coronet 
instructional films, etc. you may enjoy this book a lot, I know I did.

First published in 1937, ORCHIDS ON YOUR BUDGET gives advice on all manner of subjects, from entertaining 
and creating the perfect capsule wardrobe to relinquishing the family estate. Lest you worry about how to put the 
advice into practice, each chapter concludes with a case study providing examples of women who heeded - and those 
lamentable souls who ignored - Marjorie's wise words.'It's not difficult to have fun out of economising (up to a point), 
both because of the sense of achievement it gives you and because everyone else is doing it, too ... A slight financial 
pressure sharpens the wits, though it needn't sharpen the disposition. But it takes an interesting person to have an 
attractive mÃ©nage on a shoe-string and to run it with gaiety and charm ... Maybe you would rather play polo than 
pingpong, but if you've got an old pingpong set and no ponies, you'll get a lot more fun out of life from being a 
pingpong champion than from taking a dispirited whack with a polo mallet every now and then.

About the AuthorMarjorie Hillis (1889-1971) worked for Vogue for over twenty years, where she became assistant 
editor. She was one of a growing number of independent, professional women who lived alone by choice. In 1936 she 
wrote LIVE ALONE AND LIKE IT (9781844081257), the superlative guide for 'bachelor ladies' (who became known 
as 'live-aloners'). It was an instant bestseller. 


