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Bill Shapiro: Other People's Regection Letters: Relationship Enders, Career Killers, and 150 Other Letters
You'll Be Glad You Didn't Receive before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time,
and all praised Other People's Regjection Letters: Relationship Enders, Career Killers, and 150 Other Letters You'll Be
Glad You Didn't Receive:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The targets of these bad tidings have retained good humor about
these episodesBy Andy Orrocklt's tough to work up a case of schadenfreude at the misfortune of others depicted in
this book. That's because most of the missives reveal more about the sender than they do the receivers. The targets of
these bad tidings have retained good humor about these episodes. They'rein on the joke...which iswhy they got
submitted to this book.The ones that work the best are the famous rejections - Jimi Hendrix getting booted from the
military, ayoung Andy Warhol getting the brush-off, The Black Sox participants getting blackballed from the game,


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0307459640

and Jackie Robinson's stirring, courageous rebuke of President Eisenhower. The more personal notes - usually
professional rejection or the termination of arelationship - are worthy of a short chuckle but quickly forgotten. Too
bad those comprise about 80% of the book.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Yeah....noBy B. J. Fordl
find it hard to believe this book is composed of the most interesting examples on the topic.| read this book a short
while after reading "Other People's Love Letters' by the same editor -- I'm giving this volume one less star than | gave
that one because the lettersin the other ("Love Letter") volume were more original, and the end notes about a few
select entries added some poignancy, and | can say neither of those things about this book.Many of the rejection letters
published here were addressed to the same people (who | think have already reprinted them in books of their own?),
and many more were boilerplate form letters pertaining to foreclosure/ eviction / immigration status / declined
applications for credit cards, etc. Sometimes | felt asif | were reading someone else's junk mail.Although this book
can be read in afew hours, some of the letters were just too long -- or maybe they just seemed so because they were so
uninteresting. One long letter was made more interesting by a note at the back of the book indicating it was written by
F. Scott Fitzgerald to his daughter: you couldn't determine that just by reading it (no letterhead and signed "daddy"),
but, again, another example of aletter published elsewhere. However, most of the letters lacked any context or sense
of irony because they were from / to anonymous people.Maybe not so surprisingly, the survival of many of these
letters seems to say much more about the people who kept them than it does about the people who wrote them.
Actually, the most interesting part of the whole book was the editor's introductory explanation of why this subject
attracted him and what he learned from it (about himself).0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Interesting, but some were hard to seeBy NaworaWhile it's interesting to see some of the more famous rejection letters
of the past, some of the prints were difficult to see and others | really wasn't sure who they were or why they were
included. And some seemed so bland | wasn't sureif there was something | was missing completely. The mgjority of
the book was enough to make it worth while, but it wasn't the humorous books | had heard it made out to be.

Welcome to the rejection-letter hall of fame, where the hopes and dreams of celebrities (Jimi Hendrix, Andy Warhol,
among others) are crushed alongside the aspirations of the rest of us. Y ou'll find handwritten notes from former lovers,
nasty e-mails from would-be bosses, heated texts, crayon scrawlings, and surprising dismissals from Playboy, Disney,
even the pope. To unearth this collection, Bill Shapiro searched America’s desk drawers, hard drives, and government
files. But what at first seemsto be a voyeuristic jaunt through other people's flopsis ultimately atestimony to
everyone who has at least tried. And while regjection’s sting is painful, it isnot lethal; here, you'll see that one of the
great universalsis not only people’ s desire for acceptance but also their ability to persevere. BILL SHAPIRO isthe
editor in chief of LIFE.com and the former editor of LIFE magazine. He livesin Brooklyn, New Y ork.

"’ A regjection letter can sway or scar alife,” writes editor Bill Shapiro, ‘ causing one person to give up his dreams,
another to work harder.” They’re no fun either way, but after reading the examplesin his new book, at least you'll
know you’re not alone." - People"A lusciously laid out compendium of snobbery as delicious asit is heartbreaking” —
New York Observer’s Very Short List"A collection of more than 150 notes, |etters, and telegrams that will make you
feel good about yourself." — Esguire.com "Bill Shapiro shares 150 nay-saying (and jaw-dropping) messages that’ |l take
the sting out of your own recent burns, spurns, and turndowns' — More Magazine "The native Angeleno and editor of
Life.com must have rifled through lots of desk drawers (and government files) to come up with these: nasty emails,
angry texts, and dismissals of both the famous (like Andy Warhol and Jimi Hendrix) and non-famous alike — and

they’ re funny because they’re not ours.” — LAmag.com "A new anthology of career failure, romantic relationship
disasters, cute letdowns, and outrageously nasty trash talk" — Boston Herald* A great gift for anyone who has ever
heard aresounding no.” -- AllY ou.comAbout the AuthorBILL SHAPIRO isthe editor in chief of LIFE.com and the
former editor of LIFE magazine. He livesin Brooklyn, New Y ork.



