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Tim Barry : The Totally Unauthorized Microsoft Joke Book  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Totally Unauthorized Microsoft Joke Book: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A little humor at the expense of a very, very rich manBy Daniel 
JolleyMost of us have heard enough Microsoft jokes to know that you could fill a book with them; Tim Barry actually 
did it. The book, first published in 1999, was successful enough that he came out with this second edition three years 
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later, adding some new jokes and tweaking others to fit them more readily into the new cultural environment (post-
Y2K, a new Presidential administration, etc.). The preface says this book is 15% larger than the first edition and that 
70% of the material is either new or has been updated. Thus, for those who enjoyed the first edition, there is certainly 
good reason to buy the second edition. Discounting superfluous pages at the front and back, we're talking about 100 
pages of jokes here.You will almost surely have heard some of these jokes before - one case in point would be the fake 
news release stating that the viruses that cause hoof and mouth and mad cow disease are the first two viruses 
discovered that do not actually spread via Microsoft Outlook. You'll find plenty of Bill Gates at the Pearly Gates jokes; 
all sorts of silly riddles; haikus devoted to Microsoft and its products; top ten lists; a lot of jokes about ineffective 
technical support and bug-ridden software; and numerous references to Gates' attempts to take over the world. In case 
you don't recognize some of the names found in the jokes (such as those of some Microsoft competitors), there's a list 
and description of "Dramatis Personae" at the end of the book. Finally, "by popular demand," you get a bonus chapter 
of 101 light bulb jokes. I found this is a rather inexplicable addition to the book - first of all, only a handful of these 
jokes have any relationship to Microsoft, and second of all, how many people would possibly demand the addition of 
exceedingly silly light bulb jokes to anybody anywhere at any time?Frankly, I didn't find a lot of humor in these 
jokes - I should note, though, that those I enjoyed the most were ones I had already heard. Laughter doesn't come to 
me as naturally as it does to some people, and I haven't learned to thoroughly hate Microsoft yet (although I'm making 
progress), so I'm sure many will find this book funnier than I did. Those who think Bill Gates is evil personified will, 
of course, love every minute of it.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Jokes, puns, one-liners, haikus, 
and observational humorBy Midwest Book ReviewHaving edited more than fifty computer technology books (and 
authoring four of them himself), as well as writing numerous articles on the personal computer industry, who knew 
that Tim Barry's gift for computer humor would prove as keen as his expertise with Microsoft technology and 
products! The Totally Unauthorized Microsoft Joke Book is a 112 page compendium of jokes, puns, one-liners, 
haikus, and observational humor that will tickle the funny bone of anyone who has ever sat down to a computer 
keyboard. Don't miss Barry's "Windows Glossary" with more than two hundred terms "defined". There's even a 
chapter offering "101 Light Bulb Jokes"!.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Definitely worth 
readingBy A CustomerThere is an art to telling a really funny story, and the author of this book has definately made 
that art a science. The book offers a surprising variety of humor, including everthing from longer jokes with really 
clever punchlines to top ten lists and humorous haiku's. Overall, I found the book quite funny, and well worth the 
price. It would be a great gift for anyone who knows anything about computers - even those who work for Microsoft in 
Redmond, Washington.

A collection of jokes, top lists, poems, puns, news parodies and other humorous items about Microsoft, Bill Gates, 
their products and their company culture. The book uses contemporary events and celebrities to make the material 
come alive for the reader. Timely and irreverent, the book can be enjoyed by both computer experts and non-experts 
alike.

From the PublisherWe published the first edition over three years ago in early 1999. A lot of the material features real 
public figures so over that three year period a lot of changes occurred and the material began to become dated. The 
book had been very successful so we decided to update the material and publish a second edition.From the AuthorI've 
been in and around the computer industry for over 25 years and Microsoft and their products continue to provoke 
strong reactions. People may love them or hate them but everybody knows them and very few have just neutral 
feelings about them. Poking a little fun at the rich and powerful is at the core of the American literary tradition of 
satire and parody so it just seemed to me like a good idea to have a collection of humorous material with Microsoft, its 
creator Bill Gates and some of its products and practices at the center.From the Back CoverThe Totally Unauthorized 
Microsoft Joke Book Q. What do Bill Gates, Bill Clinton, Janet Reno, Francis Ford Coppola, Tiger Woods, Andy 
Grove, Barney, Kathy Ireland, Stephen Hawking, Steve Jobs, Kenneth Starr, Michael Jordan, Jack Kevorkian and 
dozens of other famous people all have in common? A. They all appear as characters in the "Totally Unauthorized 
Microsoft Joke Book". Inside you'll find --- Ten things not to tell Bill Gates at the morning staff meeting The 
Windows GPF Song Over 200 "Winteresting" definitions Suggestions for a kinder, gentler Microsoft 10 Microsoft 
Products that didn't change the world --- and lots of other jokes, lists, poems and puns, many of them appearing here 
for the very first time!! And there isn't a single "Lightbulb" joke among them!!! Timely and irreverent, "The Totally 
Unauthorized Microsoft Joke Book" takes a good natured swipe at Microsoft, its products, its style, and, of course, Bill 
Gates. If you or a techie you know has a sense of humor, you'll enjoy this book. 


