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Anthony Trollope : The Warden (Penguin Classics)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised The Warden (Penguin Classics): 

27 of 27 people found the following review helpful. The story of a righteous man's battle with his conscience.By 
Leonard L. WilsonIn the 15th century, Hiram's Hospital was established as a perpetual charitable home for 12 poor old 
men, each being replaced at his death. Over the years the income from the property of the estate has increased to the 
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point where the warden of the hospital enjoys a substantial salary.The Rev. Septimus Harding (the Warden), kind, 
gentle, and conscientious, loves his comfortable position and is loved by the old men under his care - until his life is 
disrupted by a REFORMER, in the person of young John Bold, who questions the ample income of the warden, while 
the old men still receive only pennies a day. Bold brings in a solicitor and interests the newspaper The Jupiter 
(obviously the London Times), which makes the issue a national debate.Although the church stands behind the warden 
with all its influence, the gentle Mr. Harding himself begins to doubt the propriety of his position. The matter becomes 
further complicated when Bold and Harding's daughter Eleanor fall in love.This first of the six Barsetshire novels is by 
far the shortest and concentrates almost exclusively on the main plot. (In fact, Trollope inserts a criticism of the long 
serial novels of the day, although he later adopted that same mode.) "The Warden" is not so rich in detail or in the 
extensive cultural ambience of the later novels, but it is an excellent introduction to this deservedly acclaimed series. It 
introduces many vivid characters who grow and develop delightfully in the later novels.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. I wish I had tried Trollope earlier.By Old Math TeacherI have seen references to Anthony 
Trollope from time to time for decades, but didn't realise that he was a novelist; I thought he was an essayist. I like The 
Warden and I like Mr. Harding, the Warden. Trollope's characters seem very real to me. Mr. Harding has flaws, 
perhaps too willing to float through his life accepting what he is given, but heroically follows his conscience when it 
matters.The Kindle version of this book has no problems that I notice. I am now reading the second book in the 
series.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Large bookBy JK CromwellI have not read this book yet. I 
just want to share...this book is the size of a magazine. I did not notice this when ordering (if it says), I did not look 
because in all the years of reading classic books I have never bought one that was sized this way so it did not occur to 
me to look. It doesn't make a difference for my purposes but it might for someone else.I thought it was odd.

The first of Trollope’s popular Barsetshire novels, set in the fictional cathedral town of Barchester, The Warden 
centers on the honorable cleric Septimus Harding, one of Trollope’s most memorable characters. When Harding is 
accused of mismanaging church funds, his predicament lays bare the complexities of the Victorian world and of 
nineteenth-century provincial life. And, as Louis Auchincloss observes in his Introduction, “The theme of The Warden 
presents the kind of social problem that always fascinated Trollope: the inevitable clash of ancient privilege with 
modern social awareness.” For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in 
the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best 
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts 
enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date 
translations by award-winning translators.


