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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Everything Y ou Wanted to Know About Yiddish Words and Didn't
Have the Chutzpah to Ask!By ellen sue spicer-jacobsonY iddish words like chutzpah, farklempt, and kvell have been
creeping into the English language for decades, but do you really know what the words mean? Now you can unravel
common and uncommon Y iddish words, using them correctly, thanks to co- authors, Joyce Eisenberg and Ellen
Scolnic. They have demystified Yiddish by using these funny-sounding words in humorous essays that will bring a
smile to your face. lllustrator Terry LeBan adds to the humor with his cartoons that reflect each section. The
Introduction provides amini-history of Yiddish aswell as how the two women meld their opinionsto write asa
unified whole. After the essaysis a 29 page Glossary, with each word used in the text clearly defined. If you want to
laugh as well aslearn Yiddish at the same time, pick up two copies of The Whole Spiel, one for you and one as a gift,
as | did. Why should only you have all the fun?1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Insightful, historical,
hysterical By WorganBook Review: The Whole SpielFor the non-Jewish reader like myself, this quick witted book by
authors Scolnic and Eisenberg tells funny tales about Y iddish words that we know and throw around our households
everyday as well as many other ones passed down from their ancestors that we may not know at all. Scolnic and
Eisenberg’ s light and readable commentaries on Yiddish terms make us pause and think about the cultural power of
our own everyday language use- no matter what our background.In their Jewish family stories, they star as daughters
and mothers, filling our hearts with laughter and reaching out to their readers with absolute universal appeal. Thisis
not just abook for your Jewish friend, though your Jewish friend will shake her head, “Yes, yes,” the whole way
through. Thisisfor any girlfriend: Don't we all “kvetch” (look in the glossary of the book if you don’t know it!) about
our kids coming home from college and just lounging around? Don’t we all have husbands we have to “forgive” for
channel surfing with the remote? Don’t we al have sentimental attachments to words, phrases, foods and objects?
Don’'t we all have holiday stories and traditions? Don’t our children all become our teachers as the complexity and
necessity of technology looms larger in our lives? The authors take us into their lives and help us understand their
Jewish culture, but also remind us that we are connected in small daily ways no matter our background. The Whole
Spiel isaninsightful, historical and hysterical ride. | must admit | learned more than | expected and | laughed so much
that | am waiting for them to become grandmothers (Bubbes) so their sequel will come to press.2 of 2 people found the
following review helpful. Warm, Witty and WiseBy S. KatzThis anecdotal account of Jewish family life through an
exploration of its vocabulary is great fun to read. Using themselves and their families to illuminate the idiosyncracies
of Jewish culture in our contemporary American lifestyle, the authors define commonly used words (nosh, chutzpah,
shmooze) with illustrations from their own lives. They must be such fun to know and enjoy as friends and neighbors! |
learned alot, laughed alot, and will share alot of their stories with my own friends and family. And | will use my
newly enriched lexicon with pride in my Yiddishkeit.

If you call it amechayeh when you take off your Spanx,Say, "Darn, I've got bubkes* when your checking account is
empty,And stock the refrigerator with all their favorites when the kids come home....... then you'll recognize yourself,
your bubbe, and the entire mishpuchah in "The Whole Spiel," a collection of funny essays that takes a heartfelt ook at
modern life as a member of the tribe.Read about the great shnecken vs. rugelach battle, the newly discovered Jewish
summer holiday of Simchat Squash, and why yesterday's nebbish is today's millionaire tech nerd." From the women
who taught us the difference between a shlep and a shlub - stories that will make you laugh our loud about all of our
mishegoss. Read and enjoy - | did!"- Lu Ann Cahn, Emmy-winning journalist and author of "I Dare Me""| like the
way the Word Mavens think - and write!" - Cassandra Krivy Hirsch, author of "Under the Linden
Tree"AWARDS:Next Generation Indie Book Awards. Winner, Multicultural NonfictionNext Generation Indie Book
Awards: Finalist, Humor/ComedyPennsylvania Press Club: 1st Place, Humor/Nonfiction

About the AuthorJoyce Eisenberg and Ellen Scolnic are The Word Mavens. They are the authors of the "Dictionary of
Jewish Words" (JPS 2006). They write about Jewish holidays, family life, food and more for The Forward,
InterfaithFamily.com and Jewish newspapers across the country; their essays on current events are frequently seen on
The Philadelphia Inquirer Commentary Page. They blog, tweet, and interact with their fans at TheWordMavens.com.
Joyce Eisenberg served as editor of Special Sections for Philadelphia's Jewish Exponent newspaper for 15 years and
has edited Holocaust memoirs and a series of kosher cookbooks. She is the co-author with Dr. Ted Eisenberg of "The
Scoop On Breasts: A Plastic Surgeon Busts the Myths' and a longtime contributor to Fodor’ s travel guides. Ellen
Scolnic writes about parenting, travel and topics of Jewish interest. Her humorous essays and feature stories have
appeared in newspapers including The Philadelphia Inquirer, Parents Express, The Christian Science Monitor, Main
Line Life, Washington Jewish Week and more. Terry LaBan's cartoons, illustrations and infographics have appeared
in numerous publications. He's worked in the comic book industry as both artist and writer. He created the nationally
syndicated daily comic strip "Edge City," which ran for 15 years.



