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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Interesting Introduction, but ...By C WahlmanI thought Regina 
Barreca's book was a nice introduction to someone unfamiliar with women's issues, especially in regard to humor, but 
it does not go quite far enough.For being written and published in the late 80s, early 90s, I must give the book some 
leeway with examples and statements, but it just seems as though this book may be past its importance. Her 
introduction to The Penguin Book of Women's Humor was just as informative as this entire book.The book should still 
be used to explain the evolution of women's humor, but better research exists with up-to-date examples.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Great explanations of HumorBy Mary HamptonThis was a very interesting and 
funny book. It explains a lot about the uses of humor in our culture. Gina Barecca is a great writer.4 of 7 people found 
the following review helpful. Well written, but fairly conventional...and not that funnyBy Stephen ArmstrongOn this 
positive side, Barreca writes well. She can hold the reader's interest.On the negative side, I found her comments fairly 
conventional, relating to disparities in power, initiative, vision, and subversion through humor, including sexual humor 
exchanged between women.And just as in "men's humor," not that much was funny. It was just sort of American. And, 
of course, or coarse, if one objects or is bored, would that be another indicator of a disparity in power and subversion?

Artfully combining sociology, psychology, and feminist theory, here is a fascinating and entertaining look at how 
women can use humor to their advantage. This witty--and at times deliciously ribald--book examines women's humor 
and shows how the proper punchline can work wonders on the street, in the bedroom, and even in the corporate 
boardroom.


