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Margaret Jones Bolsterli : Things You Need to Hear: Collected Memories of Growing Up in Arkansas, 
1890–1980  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Things 
You Need to Hear: Collected Memories of Growing Up in Arkansas, 1890–1980: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy LoraineWish it had been organized differently , but 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1557289786


provides the look into early life.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A time to remember......By 
SamanthaThis wonderful book is full of interviews with people who grew up in Arkansas in all kinds of 
circumstances. It recalls so many of the things that stories from parents and relatives were made up of as I was 
growing up. The book truly gives you a feeling of the thoughts and everyday activities of people at a point in time. It is 
an enjoyable read, spattered with painful truths as well as joy in living in a much simpler time.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. and she absolutely loved it.By Katy JohnsonGot this book for my grandmother, who is from 
Arkansas, and she absolutely loved it.

Things You Need to Hear gathers memories of Arkansans from all over the state with widely different backgrounds. In 
their own words, these people tell of the things they did growing up in the early twentieth century to get an education, 
what they ate, how they managed to get by during difficult times, how they amused themselves and earned a living, 
and much more. Some of Margaret Bolsterli's "informants," as she calls them, are famous (Johnny Cash, Maya 
Angelou, Levon Helm, Joycelyn Elders), but many more are not. Their vivid personal stories have been taken from 
published works and from original interviews conducted by Bolsterli. All together, these tales preserve memories of 
ways of life that are compelling, entertaining, and certainly well worth remembering.

"Margaret Bolsterli … has provided not only the informants' stories but also a manner to convey them as an historical 
aggregate, combining the personal and historical in such a way that neither is diminished. A fine accomplishment and 
an entertaining read." --Michael Hodge in Arkansas , August 2013 


