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Penelope Gilliatt : To Wit: Skin and Bones of Comedy  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised To Wit: Skin and Bones of Comedy: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. She's a good critic thoughBy R. MAYInteresting, but sloppily 
organized. She's a good critic though, although her outlook is constrained to that time.

Examines comedic forms--from political comedy to slapstick to farce--and the talents of great comics from Buster 
Keaton to the Monty Python troupe.

From Publishers WeeklyIn this melange, a noted British critic and scriptwriter ( Sunday Bloody Sunday ) comments 
imaginatively and appreciatively on satire, comedy and comedians in the theater, on film and in literature. Chapters 
focus on the great mutes (Chaplin, Langdon, Linder and Lloyd), invocations of protocol by Bunuel and Tati, the 
anxiety and range of John Cleese, the "thumb prickings" of Renoir, Kubrick, Brecht and Whoopi Goldberg. But one 
chapter sashays from Genet, Ionesco, Pirandello, Pinter, Congreve, Stroheim, Feydeau, Kingsley Amis, Ruth Draper, 
Wilde, Shaw and Behan to Elaine May, Judy Holliday and Nigel Dennis; another, from W. C. Fields and Truffaut to 
Eddie Murphy, Tracy and Hepburn, and John Barrymore; still another, from Woody Allen, I. F. Stone, Fellini and 
Shakespeare to Wertmuller and the Beatles. Gilliatt's enthusiasms are infectious, but her references to personal 
associations with comedians seem gratuitous, and her coverage is spotty. Why no Ayckbourn or Stoppard, for 
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example? Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalIn her anecdotal examination of the 
comedic nature, Gilliatt has provided the reader with an insightful and entertaining study. She analyzes the great 
comics from Buster Keaton and Charlie Chaplin to Woody Allen and John Cleese. Comedy's relationship with both 
film and literature is explored and developed for the reader, with special attention given to defining the various types 
of humor. An appropriate purchase for both public and academic libraries, this collection of essays is essential for 
collections supporting research in film and literature.- Mary Molinaro, Univ. of Kentucky, LexingtonCopyright 1990 
Reed Business Information, Inc. 


