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Pascal Garnier : Too Close to the Edge  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Too Close to the Edge: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Best Garnier novel I have readBy kegrahamOne of the best of 
Garnier's books that I have read, this starts out like a romance novel and quickly becomes a wierd tale in typical 
Garnier style. The main character is a book in her 60s, husband recently died from cancer and she is "settling" into an 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1910477257


uneventful retirement in rural southern France. However, with the arrival of what seems initially to be a Good 
Samaritan, events soon accelerate. I won't give away any plot details, but this one is well worth the read!0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. New discoveryBy Anita mallickCreepy and brilliant. Not for the romantic.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Tissue papering over the AbyssBy Lady FancifullPascal Garnier’s Too 
Close To The Edge is so far away from being my usual kind of read that I can’t love it (quite shockingly violent) but it 
is such a wonderfully executed piece of terse, brutal, beautifully written, shocking crime fiction that I have to strongly 
recommend it to crime fiction lovers! And it is also very funny, though just as the reader is laughing at the savage 
humour the writer introduces shocks that had this reader feeling remarkably shaken.“As in all the places where 
Napoleon had left a strand of hair, the Relais de L’Empereur was decorated with golden bees, wall hangings and 
furniture of uncertain age, and peopled with staff so practised at bending and scraping that an avant-garde 
choeographer would have applauded them”Garnier also managed the balance of sometimes dreadful brutality, not 
pulling his punches – and yet at the same time, not indulging gratuitously and unrealistically, in the way lesser writers 
often do – too many shots, too many impossibly graphic wounds and still they keep fighting, Hollywood style. In some 
ways, Garnier’s blunt depictions of brutality were worse, because they seemed possible and accurateI may not read 
another Garnier (though who can tell) but it is purely because I have too active an imagination and quite a sensitive 
stomachÉliette is a still vital woman in her 60s. She and her husband moved to a rural retreat, following his retirement. 
Unfortunately, Charles died, fairly suddenly, through illness. She misses him; they had a good and passionate 
marriage, and she also misses touch, and sex. Her grown-up children have their own busy lives, live elsewhere, and 
arrogantly assume Éliette is past itA chance encounter with a good Samaritan when she has a puncture on a lonely 
road leads her to invite Étienne, the similarly aged Samaritan, to her home. Éliette has been aware of her longing for 
sex, and she finds Étienne, who is quite mysterious, rather alluring“In the vegetable aisle, she blushed as it dawned on 
her she had filled her trolley with courgettes, aubergines, carrots, cucumbers and even an enormous long white turnip 
weighing nearly 300 grams, which she struggled to make herself see in a culinary light. It was stronger than she was; a 
kind of inflammation of her mind was slowly turning the supermarket into a sex shop”Then a tragedy befalls her 
nearest neighbours, another couple of similar age. One of their sons is tragically killed in a car crash.And that is just 
the start of a rapid spiral out from the settled, safe, bland normality of Éliette’s life, and into an abyss of darkness, 
violence, and crimeWhat I really valued in Garnier was this uncovering of perfectly normal, law abiding people. 
Happenstance and coincidence bring unlikely events and personalities together, and the wheels of a safe and stable life 
suddenly find they have moved to the wrong side of the track, and the destination is not going to be ‘peacefully died in 
her sleep, mourned by her children and grandchildren’ as the total description of a long, uneventful, unexceptional life. 
That might have been the destination Éliette and her friends and family would imagine for her, so placid and 
unremarkable has her life been.I received this as a digital review copy from Gallic Press, via NetGalley. Gallic are, or 
have been publishing many of Garnier’s titles, translated from the French by Emily Boyce. I didn’t find myself picking 
up on what seemed awkwardness, so can only assume Boyce’s translation captres the feel of Garnier’s language and 
style. It certainly feels smooth, in the way strictly literal word-for-word translations rarely do.In his native France, 
Garnier, who died in 2010, was often compared to Georges Simenon. I found myself thinking of Patricia Highsmith, 
another very classy crime writer indeed. Garnier has an extra turn of the mordant humour before the killer punch 
screw, I feelThis is published on April 1st, Kindle and Paperback in the UK, and available to download on that date in 
the States, though paper copies will not be available till June 14th

Recently widowed grandmother Éliette is returning to her house in the mountains when her car breaks down. A 
stranger offers help and Éliette gives him a lift, glad of the company and interruption to her routine.A tale of 
retirement and calm domesticity, with a hint of menace about to explode.

Praise for Pascal Garnier:'Masterly' John Banville'Deliciously dark … painfully funny' Marilyn Stasio, New York 
Times'Only now working their way into English translation, Garnier's crime novels add significantly to the latest 
renaissance for this type of dark narrative.' Publishers Weekly'Readers will relish the late Pascal Garnier's graveyard 
humorous dark French noir' Midwest Book 'Tense, strange, disconcerting and slyly funny' Sunday Times'The final 
descent into violence is worthy of J G Ballard. 4 stars' The Independent'A master of the surreal noir thriller – Luis 
Buñuel meets Georges Simenon.' TLS‘Combines a sense of the surreal with a ruthless wit.’ The Observer 


